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 “BLUE SKY” ACTIVITY 
This activity focuses students on identifying and responding to community 

needs. 
 
Blue Sky is a visioning exercise that guides students in imagining a better 

world. Students are asked to take a look at their class, school neighborhood, 
community, state, nation, and/or the world. They reflect on the way it is and then 
imagine the way they would like it to be. Service leaders are encouraged to use 
this strategy at the beginning of the service experience and to revisit it before 
planning each service project with the students.  

Blue Sky serves as a launch pad for the school year of service. The service 
leader may refer to the students’ Blue Sky thoughts throughout the year as a 
form of evaluation (How are we doing on the issues we identified?) and review 
(What issues are still important to us that need to be addressed?).  

This activity encourages empathy, compassion, and self expression. It also 
helps students learn to react to a negative situation with a positive action. 

The activity can be on a small or large scale. On a smaller scale, Blue Sky 
serves as a classroom activity. A service coach may lead a personalized 
visioning activity with one class or group, facilitating brainstorming of real issues 
that students have passion 
for, and then guiding the 
students to use those results 
as a focus for their future 
service projects. 

On a large scale, the 
activity may be conducted as 
a Community Blue Sky Event 
with the whole school and 
include family and community 
members. Hold a breakfast or 
town hall meeting. Organize 
the group into smaller groups 
for brainstorming, and have 
each small group share their 
main ideas for improving the 
community.  

Encourage students to organize much of the Community Blue Sky Event 
because they will be setting the tone for the year’s service goals. They may 
create the invitation list, organize the breakfast and activity, and select topics for 
discussion. 
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“BLUE SKY” ACTIVITY (continued) 
 
Materials: 
8½ x 11 paper (blue if possible), enough for each participant 
Crayons/markers/colored pencils  
 
Activity: 
1. Discuss the meaning of community as it relates to the student’s experience: 

home, school, friends, neighborhood, city, state, country, and world. 

2. Ask students to identify what is good about their community and what they 
would like to see improved or changed. Create a chart to fill-in as the students 
discuss: 

Good Improve or Change 

  

  

  

 

3. Give each student a piece of blue paper. 

4. Invite students to portray their ideal world or what they would like their world 
to look like in 10 years–-what the world/community could look like if everyone 
worked together. Students can draw, color, paint, or create collages on their 
blue paper. 

5. When the students are finished, allow each student time to share their 
creation with the class. 

6. Record students’ thoughts and ideas on a display board, and identify and 
reflect on some of the recurring themes. This can be helpful in identifying 
student interests for planning of service projects. 

7. As a class, briefly brainstorm ideas on how to achieve the vision and what 
challenges they might face in achieving “the ideal.” 

8. Create a “permanent display” of the students’ illustrations. It is recommended 
that these illustrations remain available for display for the school year as a 
reference for future reflection and planning. The student papers can be 
combined into a collage, quilt, or bulletin board display. A paper “quilt” may be 
rolled up and stored and brought out for appropriate discussions. 

 
 

 


